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1.  Aims  

supported by appropriate plans and schemes of work, which  
 

develops pupils’ 

 
to accurate, up-to-
where applicable, provides programmes appropriate to the needs of pupils in EYFS and in the Sixth 

 
 
The curriculum is also designed to ensure that all pupils have the opportunity to learn and make 

 
 

 

 

2.  Curriculum design     

 
 
The curriculum is planned progressively from EYFS to Sixth Form and is intended to provide breadth, 

secures pupi
 

 
Curriculum planning takes account of the needs of all pupils, including the most able, pupils with 

is designed not only to secure academic progress, but als
 

 
        
3.  Academic curriculum 

 

supported by departmental schemes of work, curriculum ma
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curriculum is reviewed regularly to ensure breadth, progression, challenge, accessibility and regulatory 
     

Early Years Foundation Stage: 
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) covers the development of children from birth to the 
end of their Reception  It sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to 
ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe, promoting teaching 
and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the right foundation for 
good future  
 

practice is a mix of different approaches, and how children learn through play, by adults modelling, 
by observing each other and through adult-  
 

 
 

 Quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good 
 

 
 A secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each 

 
 

 Partnership working  
 

 Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is 
 

 
We follow the EYFS Statutory Framework for Group and School-based Providers and the four 
overarching principles that shape practice within Early Years  

 every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, 
confident and self-  

 children learn to be strong and independent through positive  

 children learn and develop well in enabling environments, in which their experiences 
respond to their individual needs and there is a strong partnership between practitioners 
and parents   
 

 importance of learning and development. 

framework covers the education and care of all children, including children with special 
educational needs and disabilities  

 
The setting is organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and  There are areas 
where the children can be active, be quiet and  The unit is set up to help the children to find 
and locate equipment and resources  Being outdoors offers opportunities for doing 
things in different ways and on different scales than when  It presents the children with 
opportunities to explore, use their senses and be physically active and  We plan activities 
and resources for the children to access outdoors that help the children to develop in all seven areas 
of  
 
Through play our children develop and explore a develop learning experiences, which help them make 
sense of the  The adults model play and play sensitively with the children fitting in with their  
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plans and  The children are encouraged to try new activities and judge risks for  
We talk to them about how we get better at things through effort and practice and that we can all 
learn when things go  They practice and build up ideas learning how to control themselves 
and understand the need for  They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other 
children as well as on their  
 

Children learn skills, acquire new knowledge and demonstrate their understanding through the 
seven areas of learning and  
The prime areas  

 Communication and language 
 Physical development 
 Personal, social and emotional  

 
The specific areas  

 Literacy 
 Mathematics 
 Understanding of the world and 
 Expressive arts and design 

 
The prime areas are those most essential for a child’s healthy development and future  As 
they grow, these skills will support the child as they extend their development in the specific areas. 
None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the  They are equally important and 
depend on each  All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated 

 
 
Practitioners should be ambitious for all children, considering the individual needs, interests, and 

enjoyable experience for each child in all areas of learn
with the youngest children are expected to ensure a strong foundation for children’s development in 

 
 

 
 
The fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and 
tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs are already implicitly embedded in the Early 
Years Foundation We promote these values through our school mission statement, aims and 
values, our curriculum and enrichment  
 

Prep School: 

a broad curriculum, including lessons in English, 
M Science, History, Geography, Religious E Art, PSHE, Physical E , Music, 

delivered by primary specialist class 
teachers although Music, P Languages 
delivered by subject specialist teachers  

 which ensure that the 

liaise with Heads of Department at the Senior School to ensure that there is consistency with the 
curriculum being taught  
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 A bespoke PSHE curriculum that covers all of the  set by the Department 
 

 My Happy Mind – an NHS backed programme that supports pupils in 
behaviours that strengthen pupil mental health, resilience, and wellbeing 

  – a programme devised by the University of Birmingham’s Jubilee 
Centre that  

Pupils learn either Spanish, French 
or German with the aim to provide them the opportunity to experience 
whilst developing the basic 

 

 – Spanish 
 – French 
 – German 

When pupils reach Year 6, Art is replaced by Design and Technology which is delivered by specialist DT 
teachers from the Senior School using a bespoke curriculum that teaches them the fundamental skills 

 

ed 

would best suit their classes’ be reviewed with a more 
formal cur  

  



 Merchant Taylors’ Schools, Crosby  
Curriculum Policy  

8  
March 2026 JOB  

 

Senior School: 

In the Lower School, P
Classical Languages, Science, History, Geography, Religion, Philosophy and Ethics, Computer Science, 

there is 
 

In Years 8 and 
once every two weeks where they are developing Year 8 they complete 
two group projects 
the learning skills taught in Year 7  

In Year 7 pupils' study two Modern Foreign Languages (French and Spanish) and a Classical Language   

 

es prepare pupils to take responsibility for their 

 

The Middle School curriculum is designed to be broad and balanced, and to widen pupils’ knowledge, 

asis from which pupils will be able to choose 
 

 

• all three separate sciences (awarded three GCSEs)      
• OR combined science (awarded two GCSEs)      

  

 

•  

• i  

The 
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-
 

there is the 
not 

 

 

– - will 
also be revie

n their Lower Sixth year, 

and Investment award and th  

 

Detailed curricula for all academic courses, are the responsibility of the relevant Head of    

 

         
4.   
     
Prep School:  

 to assist with 
 

based on ability and progress 

size and number of forms  

Senior School: 

8, we tend not to set by ability, although there is 

appropri
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5.  Catering for the needs of all pupils      
     

 
 

 is put in place through subject teaching, departmental support, academic clinics, 

 

 

6.  SEND  

     
Provision for pupils with SEND and for pupils requiring learning support or EAL support is set out in 

 
 
Curriculum pathways are planned so that pupils’ needs can be met without unnecessary narrowing 
of opportunity, while ensuring that provisi

    
  
7.  PSHE   
     

-appropriate, 

 
 

ccordance with the statutory guidance applicable to 

parental rights to  
 
Where external visitors contribute to this area of the curriculum, their input is used to enhance 

ool’s 
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8.  Values     
     

-
e and enrichment, pupils are 

supported to develop self-knowledge, self-  
 

respect and tolerance of those wi

     
 
 
9.  Careers     
     

-to-date careers 

 pathways and helps to encourage them 
 

 

advice, guidance, encounters and experiences designed to broaden horizons, challenge stereotyping 
and support informed decision-

 
 
     
10.  Games and physical literacy      
     

 

sports in lessons and during extra-   

 

      

encourage the boys to look upon themselves as young athletes and not pigeonhole themselves within 

maximise their 
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11.  Tendo – explore, enrich, extend   

Merchant Taylors’ School aims to develop well-educated, well-rounded and caring young people 
who will make a constructive contribution to society. We seek to cultivate individuals who are 

communities they join. While our pupils are academically able, we also aim to nurture in them a 
spirit of enquiry, intellectual curiosity and a willingness to engage with new experiences. 

The Tendo co-curricular programme forms an integral part of the school’s curriculum and is 
central to achieving these aims. It extends learning beyond the formal GCSE and A Level 
courses, enriching pupils’ intellectual, physical, creative and emotional development. Activities 

external organisations. 

The programme provides structured opportunities for pupils to develop new skills, broaden their 
interests and form meaningful social connections across year groups. Through shared 
experiences, pupils learn to collaborate, communicate and support one another. Tendo also 

challenge and learn constructively from setbacks. This contributes positively to their resilience, 
be a demanding period of adolescence. 

purpose. 

Structure of the Programme 

 Year 9 
All pupils participate in a rotation of activities centred on leadership, teamwork and the 
Bronze level of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. This includes the physical, skills and 
volunteering sections, as well as participation in outdoor expeditions. These experiences 
provide a strong foundation in self-management, community engagement and personal 
responsibility. Pupils receive two periods of Duke of Edinburgh activity and education per 
fortnight. 

 Year 10 to Upper Sixth 
Pupils select a Tendo activity and work in vertical groups, enabling collaboration between 
younger and older pupils and fostering peer leadership and mentoring. Activities span 
academic, cultural, community-based and physical domains. Some run for a single term, 
while others extend across the full academic year. 

by universities and employers, thereby supporting pupils’ future pathways and enhancing  
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wo periods of TENDO Co-Curricular activity per 
fortnight, timetabled to take place during the same period for all year 10 to 13 pupils. 

Purpose and Intended Outcomes 

Through participation in the Tendo programme, pupils are expected to: 

  
 develop strong learning attributes, including curiosity, independence, perseverance and 

adaptability 
 

development 
 set goals, develop strategies and take action to improve their skills and understanding 
 explore new possibilities, embrace challenge and adapt to unfamiliar roles or situations 
 participate actively in planned, sustained and collaborative projects 
 build positive relationships and a sense of belonging within the school community 
 understand their responsibilities as members of local and global communities 
 consider the ethical implications of choices and actions 
 develop resilience by encountering setbacks and learning constructively from them 
 

personal achievement 

The Tendo programme complements the academic curriculum while broadening pupils’ 
horizons and supporting their personal development. It encourages pupils to discover interests 

 and social 
awareness required to thrive beyond school. 

       
12.      Remote Learning  
     

Remote learning is delivered through the School’s agreed 

 
 
When remote provision is used, the School takes account of safeguarding, 
engagement, accessibility, SEND and the need for age-

 
 
     
13.  Future curriculum development     
     
The curriculum is reviewed regularly at whole-school, phase and departmental level to ensure that it 
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14. Curriculum Map    
 
EYFS  
  

Year Group  

Phonics  

Literacy  

Maths  

Enquiry Based Learning  

  

  

  

  

My Happy Mind  

   
 Physical Development and 

Development feature in everything  This is a rough guide  the 
number of whole class teaching inputs delivered ould be covered in 

 Children may work on  all of these skills at any point during 
directed learning and their child-     
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Prep School 
  
KS1 and KS2  
  

 Year Group Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Maths       
English       
Phonics   - - - - 
Science 2 2     

 
      

– 

 

      

Music   2 2 2 2 
 2 2 2 2 2 2 

RE       
   2 2 2 2 

   2 2 2 2 
PE       
Games 2 2 2 2 

Golden Time 
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 Senior School 
 
In the senior school lessons are split into -minute lessons  The table below shows 

 
 

Year Group 7 8 9 10 11 
English 6 6 6 7 6 
Maths 6 6 6 6 7 

Science   NA   
Biology NA NA    

Chemistry NA NA    
Physics NA NA    
French      
Spanish      

Mandarin 0     
German 0     

Geography      
History      

RPE 2 2    
Art 2 2    
DT 2 2    

Music 2 2    
CSC 2 2    

Classics 0 0    
Latin 2 2    

Drama 2 2    
Psychology 0 0 0   

PE Academic  0 0    
Business 0 0 0   

      
PSHE      

Learning Skills    0 0 
Tendo 0 0 2 2 2 

 


